Interactions of ethanol with benzodiazepine receptor ligands in tests of exploration, locomotion and anxiety.
The ability of benzodiazepine receptor ligands to modify the behavioral effects of ethanol in tests of exploration, locomotion and anxiety are reviewed. Drugs with inverse agonist activity appear capable of consistently antagonizing the reductions in exploration and anxiety caused by ethanol. In contrast, the locomotor stimulant action of ethanol has appeared relatively insensitive to inverse agonists, suggesting that this effect may not be mediated primarily by an action of ethanol at the benzodiazepine/GABA receptor complex.